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Why Are We Here







of American law which recognize that children lack the capacity to handle adult

Juvenile I.‘iaaﬂwitforui Possibility of Parole

There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than the way in which it reats its
children. "
Nelson Mandela

INTRODUCTION

Each year in the United States, teenagers as young as thirteen are sentenced to spend the
rest of their lives in prison without opportunity for parole (JLWOP) — this means for the
remainder of their life. Despite a global consensus that children cannot be held to the
same standards of responsibility as adults, the United States allows teenagers to be
treated and punished the same as adults, without any consideration of age, maturity or
culpability, and without taking steps to ensure their understanding of the legal system.

Changes in U.S. law over the past fifteen years have led to the sentencing of over two
thousand teenagers to life without parole which means that they will remain in prison
without release until death. There is no opportunity for parole — ever. The Convention on
the Rights of the Child explicitly prohibits these harsh sentences although the United
States stands out as the only country, besides Somalia, that has not ratified the treaty.
The international community is generally united in the view that teenagers should not be
sentenced fo life without parole and that their unique circumstances, and the hope of
rehabilitation, must be considered in deciding punishment.

Consistent with their international obligations, all but fourteen states have outlawed
JLWOP. Of those fourteen, only three presently have prisoners serving LWOP sentences
for crimes committed as teenagers, and those states have about a dozen prisoners
combined. The Siate of Michigan, on the other hand, currently holds over 307 men and
women who were sentenced fo life without parole as juveniles.

MICHIGAN LAW

Since 1996, twenty-eight youthful offenders, ranging in age from 14 to 16, were tried as
adults in Michigan without any consideration of their maturity level or status as a juvenile.
The remainder were sentenced for crimes committed when they were 17 years old; neither
the juries that heard their cases, nor the judges who issued their sentences, had any
discretion to mete out lesser sentences. All have served their time in adult prisons.

In Michigan, prosecutors alone have the authority to determine whether a child should be
waived into adult court. There is no minimum age at which juveniles can be tried as adults
and sent to prison for natural life.

The overwhelming majority of those sentenced — 221 --are minorities; 69% are African-
American although African Americans account for only 15% of Michigan’s youth
population.

The treatment of children who enter the criminal justice system is at odds with other areas



responsibilities. Thus, children under the age of eighteen cannot legally use alcohol, serve
on juries, vote, sign a contract, or be drafted. Similarly, children under the age of sixteen
may not, without court permission, live away from their parents, drive, make decisions
related to their education or medical treatment, or leave school.

CHILDREN DESERVE PROTECTION

The right to special protection of the child is a well-established principle of international
law and is reflected in oll major human rights freaties concerning the rights of the child.
The ICCPR provides that “[e]very child shall have .. . the right to such measures of special
protection as are required by his status as a minor.” The American Convention establishes
that “every minor child has the right to the measures of protection required by his
condition as a minor on the part of his family, society, and the state.” According to the
inter-American Court, the special protection of children derives “from the specific situation
of children, taking into account their weakness, immaturity or inexperience.” The Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) has recognized that the obligation to
provide special protection for children “includes ensuring the well-being of juvenile
offenders and endeavorfing] their rehabilitation.”

CHILDREN CAN BE REHABILITATED

International law also provides that the child is enfitled to treatment which encourages
rehabilitation. The Inter-American Court has held that, “When the State apparatus has to
intervene in offenses committed by minors, it should make substantial efforts to guarantee
their rehabilitation in order to “allow them to play a constructive and productive role in
society.” The U.S. Supreme Court, in Roper v. Simmons, outlawed the death penaliy for
those 17 and younger, recognizing the potential to rehabilitate children stating, “It would
be misguided to equate the failings of a minor with those of an adult, for a greater
possibility exists that a minor’s character deficiencies will be reformed.” Recognizing the
special needs of the child and the goal of rehabilitation, international law emphasizes that
incarceration of juveniles should be for the shortest duration possible. Accordingly, the
CRC absolutely prohibits life without parole and establishes that imprisonment of persons
under 18 years old must be for the shortest appropriate period of time.

LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE VIOLATES THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

These laws violate well established international standards explicitly prohibiting juvenile
life without parole. These include the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of
Man, which guarantees the right of children to special protection (Article V), the right fo
be free from cruel infamous and degrading treatment (Article XXV1), and the right to due
process (Article XXV). It violates the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the Covenant for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD),
both of which prohibit racial discrimination. It violates the Convention Against Torture,
Cruel, Inhumane, and Degrading Treatment (CAT), which obligates countries to prevent
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Finally, it violates the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which requires, among other things,
consideration of the best interests of the child.



While an LWOP sentence would be difficut for any person, feenagers are especiall
vulnerable fo lfe sentences. Held in adult prisons and jeils, they are o @ much greater i
of harm than their peers in fuvenile fecifies. Sexvel assaul of teenagers s five fimes
more likel in adult foclities and beotings by staff are almost twice as likely, Because of
their young age and smaller size, feenagers are often the prey for sexual predators and
are over-represented as victims of custodial sexval misconduct.

The mental anguish faced by teenagers who receive life sentences is reflected in the fact
that their suicide rate in adult prisons is eight fimes that of teenagers in juvenile detention
facilities. Psychological studlies have found that the negative mentol effects of
imprisonment increase the longer one is imprisoned but decrease as fime of release nears
Since JLWOP prisoners know they will never be released, there is no brake for o
downward spiraling emotional stafe, .

CONCLUSION

Teenagers should be held accountable for their violent crimes, but it should be in o manne
that recognizes their physiologic, psychological and emotional capabiltes and ful
consideration of the circumstances surrounding the crime. Judges should hove discreton
about appropriate punishmens,



Summary of Bills

HB 4402/SB 40: These bills amend Michigan’s Penal Code to prohibit sentencing

juveniles to lifetime imprisonment without the possibility of parole.

HB 4403/SB 28: These bills amend Michigan’s Probate Code, which determines
the factors that allow a juvenile to be treated as an adult, to prohibit a juvenile

from being sentenced to life without the chance of parole.

HB 4404/SB 06: These bills amend Michigan’s Code of Criminal Procedure,
which determines the crimes for which a juvenile may be treated as an adult, to
prohibit a court from sentencing a juvenile to life in prison without the possibility

of parole.

HB 4405/SB 09: These bills amend Michigan’s Corrections Code to require the
parole board to consider these factors when deciding if an individual convicted as
a juvenile, who has served 10 years of his/her sentence, may be released on

parole:

1. The individual’s age and level of maturity at the time of the offense.
The individual’s degree of participation in the offense.

The nature and severity of the offense.

The individual’s history of juvenile or criminal offenses.

The individual’s likelihood to commit future offenses.

o LA W

Any other relevant information.



Characteristics of Lifers with No Prior Juvenile History
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Characteristics of Lifers with No Prior Juvenile History
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LAST GRADE COMPLETED : JLWOP

1 6th Grade
A 7th Grade
N 8th Grade
1 0th Grade
0 10th Grade
N 11th Grade
W 12th Grade







10 Reasons Juvenile Life Without Parole Sentencin

Does Not Serve the Interests of Justice

1. Stips judges of their discretion to determine whether a life sentence
without parole for a particutar child is actually in the best interest of
both the child and the broader society;

Imposes the same severe punishment on children who are not the
primary actors in the crimes (e.g., children convicted of felony murder,
or those convicted of aiding and abetting) as those who have the
highest fevels of culpability;

v

3. Provides for the automatic waiver of juvenile court jurisdiction, thereby
ehminating individualized consideration of critical factors such as: age,
maturity and the degree of culpabifity;

4. Results in the placement of children in adult facilities when studies
show that children in adult prisons are five imes more likely to be
sexually assaulted,

5. Raises concerns about professional capacity of prison personnel as
children in adult faciliies are twice as fikely to be beaten by prison
guards and other staff;

6. Poses additional risks as children in adult facilities are 50% more hikely
to be attacked with a weapon;

7. Ignores treatment options for the 6% of children incarcerated in
Michigan who are learning disabled and suffering from mental health
problems.

8. Maintains racially discriminatory sentencing patterns {more than two-
thirds of the 307 persons sentenced to juvenile life sentences without

parole are of African descent);

9. Places the State of Michigan at risk of violating the Eighth Amendment,
because in particular cases, a Juvenile life sentence without parole may
be grossly disproportionate to the crime and constitute "crue! and
unusual” treatment; and

10.The law in the State of Michigan is in stark conflict with international
legal norms that do not support juvenile life sentences without parole.
(See: Convention on the Rights of the Child; American Declaration on
the Rights and Duties of Man; U.N. Standard Minimum Rules for the
Administration of Juvenile Justice.)
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Judge dames H. Lincoln, Betired

‘} 1828 Bouth Lakeshaors

Harbor Beach, Michigan 484
8989-473-8310

January 17, 2008

To:  ALCU :

From: Judge James H. Lincoln (Ret)

Re: Requestfor Wﬁhen Testimony Regarding Juvenile Sentencing

. My experience in the adult corrections system as g private practice attorney, as an
assistant proseecutor In Wayne County in the early 195(Ps and a member of the Michigan
Corrections Commissida from 1984 te 1991, gives me almost as much experience in
adult corrections as m3 venile justice for which my experience was as the only Wayne
County Juvenile Judge fmm May 1960 to Jenuary 1975, I retired in 1977
The fact that P'm only Qne of three Judges in Michigan 10 have a courthouse named in
their honor {Frank Murphy, Theodore Levin, James H. Lincoln) should not make
merbers of the Legisldtere think I speak as only a Juvenile Court Judge. My views of
justice come as much from my knowledge of the adult corrections system.

Please note the atteched resolution adopted by Republican appointees of the Michigan
Corrections Commission concerning my record and contributions whife on the
Coramission. Richard{McCellan and others were all appointees of then Governor Engler.
Thus a considerable part of my 91 vears have been spent in either the adult corrections
system or the juvenile juaﬁw systeni.
W‘mle a Judge in the juvwmlc justice system [ entered orders for over 500 juveniles (o be
ried in adult courts. I/do not care to be viewed as a tender hearted Judge when public
Safet‘/ is the focus of a;h issue.
The fact is that to condemn a juvenile (o a Hfe sentence or lengthy prison sentence
without the possibilityjof parole is an injustice that is canrageous and refutes our assertion
that £ democracy is thé most destrable or at best the least worst foumn of Government in
the world. :
ISTRONGLY REC O\/!\I*‘T\D THAT THE MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE ENACTS
LEGISLATION THAT ALLOWS PAROLE FOR JUVENILES IN LIFE SENTENCING

SITUATIONS.

i udge James H. L":;,ncoin (Ret)...

Lt B ek,
. Wm-l«{\ ’

Ce: R»pre,semat Ve Terrv Brown

g —



A Resolution faf Tribute and Honor to
fjames H. Lincoln

!
Whereas, James H. L‘.inculsz wus selected to serve on the State Coirre
tlons Commdission tn }984 by the former governor James J. Blancha
and |

Whereos, Judge Lin oln served on the Commission, until Lt mwas abg
tshed, with a profoungd sense of responsibility and dedication; and
j

Whereas, Though Judge Cincoln had considerable knowledge of the fle
of Correctlons, he alwioys observed that the more he found out gbout t
operation of prisons] the more he reclized how wvery complicated w
difficult the job mas;jaud

1
“Whereas, This formefr probate judge was able to put the affoirs of tl
Department into prt}ipectivz because of his long experiences in the fle
of crimtnal justice and the af{alrs of state; and

“Whereas, Gudge LLW:CGER made findlng solutions to the problems of U
Pepartment a priority, devoting considerable time researching the issud
and preparlng suetttan aaterial on proposed remedies; and

|
“Whereas, This Commissioner was always willing to speak his mind an
be critical of both tife Comunisslon and the Department tf ke felt it we
appropriate; and |

“Whereas, Judge ££Ihc0§.n put the needs of the state ahead of the self
interests of tndividyals, gulng even so far as to support abolishment ¢
the Cormmlission when he believed that would be beneficial; be Lt, therefor

Resclved, That the members of lest State Corrections Commission pa
this spectal tribute to James H. Lincola for hls years of dedicated servic
and be tt further |

|
Resclued, That this triliute be conveyed to Judge Lincoln as a token o

the es teéf}l mith'ufh ch Judge Lilncoln is hetd. °
(e IS i
i e (R L };MML;_.,,,W__ Aotsre 3 N\l
‘J;%ijm'd atcfellan, iyl smr:s;{'\xjadar SN
o /7 N P . .
\ “{5(':_*/1/'7’, ,,.{ 4 { ET'Z,,{;" f L / (.// g L L./:{’r /,‘ /»/’,/
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look into a crystal ball
today and predict five
years down the road.
Give the juvenile
system a chance to
rehabilitate. Don't
predict today, at
sentencing, whether the
child will or will not be
rehabilitated, but keep
the options open.”

Hon. Eugene Arthur
Moore (during Nathaniel

Abraham’s sentencing)




“My sense is he got caught up
in the moment. It's one of
those times when you really
look at the person and say,
‘Given his youth and given
his role, he deserves another
shot at life.”

Hon. Phillip D. Schaefer
(during Edmonds sentencing)

Judge Phillip D. Schaefer . . .
ordered Edmonds to spend five
years on probation and pay
more than $303,000 in victim
restitution as part of a special
sentence fashioned for him
because of [his victims]

request.
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Toni R. Bunton

Age at Conviction: 17

Conviction: Felony Murder, aiding & abetting
Sentence: LWOP (1991)

Actual Circumstances: Driver

Time Served: 17 years

Current Age: 34




Toni R. Bunton #221034

As a 17 year old, I agreed to accept $50.00 dollars to be the driver in a marijuana deal. T
did not realize T was committing a crime. I knew selling marijuana was illegal but "I wasn't selling
it" my male co-defendant was. I did not know the laws of aiding and abetting or realize the
possibility that a small marijuana sale could turn deadly.

The deal turned armed robbery when the buyers tried to rob the sellers; the sellers also
robbed the buyers. Two teenage boys were shot, one died. T was charged with murder as an aide
and abettor. Within 5 months, T was fried by a jury and received a sentence of up to 50 years in
prison.

17 years later, I'm a 34-year-old woman who has spent Aalf my life in prison. I had to grow
up under some of the harshest circumstances, struggling to survive in an environment where drugs
and rape were prevalent and almost impossible to avoid.

Despite the odds I managed to become a role-model prisoner with only one minor infraction
and a long list of personal as well as academic achievements including: -

v Bachelor Degree and Master Degrees in Business Administration
Business Education Technology Vocational Graduate
Visual Communications Vocational Graduate (computer aided design)
Completion of (5) five yearlong University of Michigan classes in Sociology. Women's
: studies, Communications and Drugs Crime & Justice.

v Published "Visiting Jesus” and “Colors of Abuse” in Lyceum, anthology of short

stories.

T serve as the President of the National Lifers of America (NLA) women's chapter 1014, and the
Juvenile Lifer Coordinator thus motivating other prisoner’s like myself, who committed their crime
while a teenager, to be proactive about their incarceration and fight for a second chance. T work
full time tutoring students in Word, Excel, PowerPoint and various business communication
techniques as well as volunteer as a facilitator for a weight management class.

The ndive 17 year old I was is a bad memory. I never should have been involved in this
senseless crime. I deserved to be punished and I have been punished. T think about the family of
my victim daily and pray God gives them peace. I cannot change what I did but I have changed who
T am - a woman with integrity, a high value system and strong commitment to helping others. If I'm
given a second chance T will volunteer as a public speaker in High Schools educating our youth on
crime & punishment. I want fo share my story with teenagers so they know how easily they could
find themselves in my situation if they don't stay away from the wrong crowd.

T have done everything I could possible do to prepare myself for a successful future
outside of prison walls. I am not a threat to society and my record over the last 17 years proves it.
I believe God has given me a second chance at my adult life through forgiveness... I pray God will
move your heart fo do the same.

ANIENEEN

Thank you,

Tori Bunton

‘1 . V :\ . ,\._;;v"r,i;{
B ,)g‘ i )\ il L0



Mark — 23 years old

Mark — 15 years old

Mark Gonzalez

Age at Conviction: 15
Conviction: First Degree Murder
Sentence: LWOP (1999)

Time Served: 8 years

Current Age: 23




To: Dehoroh Labelke Attormey
224 M. Main St Suts 300
Ann Arbor M. 48104

Frow; Alan & Kathrn Lawler
6256 Biver Bxd
Fiughirgz, MI 48433
210.730: 36143

Subjeet: Mesk A, Gonaalez Juvemis serving Lile sentence 7or firs degroe mueder
semanced w2 nee 1R yeas old.

This better will recoust ow opiwion snd recollection of T2 avents that appened on
Tuly 200 1999 and “hore after concerning our son Matk A, Goszailiz,

We would Lke 1o remrember the viviim Mot Eomis end will abways regget that o s
wr e tvolved in the beating and death of this i,

By mid day of Juiy 20 1999 we were sdll unawsre of the cvonts that took plwe the
pvening prinr, My wifc and Lremember a Burton polwe offiver coming ave- 1o the houss
awl askiog for Mark, he waz nat thene and we did not know o he was, We cded the
officer whe be was leckicg {ochim he did not give usan smgwor, Later on that day as
word Leavelz we eealized whes had taken place but ded not koww (o whiat exient our son
was involved My wile staved home while 1 wene Inoking, for Mark in the susoumliog
reiphbornoods, We wece unabde Wy [iod him and chacked the police station and tiey lid
nat pickad hirs o yet this was arcund 600 oo Finally the police sanpht up with Maricat
his Frienc's house vorie 13 miles away we later Dund out. % arrived at Lie pulice
atatian amound dusk with Marxs father Bob Gongalzp and acked 10 soo Mark, Thoy woue
nol Tet mg see him when we firs atrved; we would nat be allowed to see him woib alle
11.00 pm. Wk had nlreacy symed s confoasiva and e was sabhing heavily, We were
t1otally Blinc sided by all this und 50 vns Mark. Mk bad aever tad any prive deuling
with the police oe the justics svsion: o did v, We believe Maria fawc was sealed loug
Detors we ware 270c 1 e ~im of attempt to get courese] Lur him.

We were able to get counsel for him for e preliminary wials o could net aflore L
roegy wlien e was henrd wacr for 1620 Mark wis Jiven @ court appainted mitaoney
This was oun bogoest aisluke, We beliove 10 we ooud have affo:ded =0 wumey Maord
wrt!d Fave had a chanee for a seound dupree charge. W belicye this breauss twa oul of
hie Jour bovs involbved in this orime received secoan degree with there awn aberncys
Mark and the ollwer boy received first depree, they had cours sppo.nten.

Tha proceciffing ararcy detcermined that Mack wad (e thres boy= were all a gang and
made Mark Lie ning leslor, They woot not s gang they were gul e might and jnst morcly
van inte one another as Lhe cvening weat or. Aleohal and deops wers ssed by alland the
drving foros behind the mozder. the victim s L une whis bought the slon=n for thor
aud seow parenly provided the rarijisang.




This lanket aw tht I sl joenles i the sme boa withno consideration o thee
back ground o prir experiences withthe law i completely wfai. To senence 4 16 year
oldorevena | 4yeamldasﬂ1clawmds o e wilbout paol and giving e
posecuin allomey sol povwer o do i s ierous, Whle therehas o be punishment
W believe our sefety should ot pu uvenles ehind bars or e, Many st and i
world counris do notdothis, We helieve Mark deservs a SECOND CHANCE and
would ask any legisator o consider the Second Chanee Legislation Bill 4402- 405
eform the curen aw nto & mor essonable L o ot punish or i,

Sincerely,

Alan & Kathryn Lawler



Will X. (f/k/a Willie Servant) in 1991 (Left) and 2004 (Right)

Willie Servant (a/k/a Will X)
Age at Conviction: 17
Conviction: Unknown
Sentence: LWOP (1991)

Time Served: 17 years

Current Age: 34
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Efren Paredes, Jr.

Age at Conviction:
15

Conviction:
murder; armed
robbery

Sentence: LWOP
(1989)

Time Served: 19
years

‘Current Age: 34

NN



“In The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets, Jane Addams, the Nobe! Prize winning social
worker and crusader for the juvenile court, emphasized that youth above all is about
possibility and that "we may either smother the divine fire of youth or we may feed it." We
reject life without the possibility of parole sentences because they smother the divine fire
of youth. They are an expression of despair that has no place in any system that aims to
take seriously youth as a mitigating factor." —David S. Tanenhaus, Steven A. Drizin,
"Owing to the Extreme Youth of the Accused": The Changing Legal Response 1o Juvenile
Homicide, 92 The Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology (1973-) 641 (2002)

December 25, 2007

The Honorable Paul Condino

State Representative
State Capitol

P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

Dear Representative Condino and Other Distinguished Members of the Michigan Legislature:

1 write to express that I echo the call of the proponents to end the imposition of life without parole
sentences on juveniles in the State of Michigan. Their opposition to this human rights violation is
commensurate with 192 other nations of conscience in the civilized world. I support their appeal to
this honorable legislative body for the reasons they have raised and I include additional reasons

below.

For nearly 19 years 1 have been imprisoned for a crime [ did not commit. [ was convicted in 1989 of
one count of murder and one count of armed robbery. I was subsequently sentenced to two terms of
life without parole for the murder charge and one parolable life sentence for the armed robbery. My
guidelines for the armed robbery charge was 3 to 8 years. | was 15-years-old at the time of my arresi
Previous to this arrest I had no criminal history of any kind in adult or juvenile court and was a high

school honor student. I lived in St. Joseph, Michigan in a good community, enjoyed the strong
support of family, and was involved in various extracurricular activities.

I have maintained my innocence for the crime since the day of my arrest. My innocence, however, it
not the subject of this letter. I did not compose this letter to re-try my case in the court of public
opinion, rather | want to bring to your attention a broader issue that is adversely affecting our youth

and threatening their future.

I was the first juvenile in Berrien County to be tried and sentenced under the October 1988 law

which

authorized prosecutors to automatically transfer juveniles to adult court and try them as adults. My
refusal to admit guilt to a crime | did not commit resulted in me receiving the aforementioned
sentences amid a barrage of print, radio and television media publicity. The sentences I received

2

have been cited in various reports as one of the most egregious cases of injustice against a juvenile. 7



The American Psychiatric Association (APA) is comprised of 35,000 premier psychiatrists from
across the nation. In a position paper released in 2005 titled "Adjudication of Youths as Adults in tt
Criminal Justice System," the APA called for an end to the deplorable practice of transferring
juveniles to adult court for a number of reasons, one which precluded the transfer of first-time
juvenile offenders to adult court.

The APA is a highly respected body of medical specialists who establish and maintain guiding
principles for the nation's field of psychiatry. (Please see htip://psych.org/about _apa for more
information about the APA). Their recommendations have strongly influenced the criminal justice
system and legislative bodies across the country.

In recent years a large corpus of research has emerged reflecting that the teenage brain is not fully
developed. The brain is actually undergoing a pruning process during the adolescent years in the
executive area of the brain that controls decision-making and planning, among other critical things.
Science has conclusively proven that teenage brains are incomplete and do not fully develop until
well into a person's 20s. Thus, adolescent brains are incomplete, rendering adolescents incomplete
people with limited cognitive abilities by scientific and medical standards.

If an adult functions with the mentality of a person 17-years-old or younger, that person is deemed
mentally unfit to stand trial in most cases. But when a person 17-years-old or younger commits a
crime, courts across the state are determining that person has been transformed into an adult. There
is something gravely wrong with this faulty logic.

The APA are medical professionals who have reviewed the research which has conclusively
established teenage brains are not fully formed, they are undergoing significant changes during that
time, and no doctor can predict future dangerousness, or amenability to treatment, of a person with :
brain not fully formed.

Adolescents are not the same people in days, weeks, months, and especially years after their crimes
were committed. There is no proven nexus between extinguishing the light of hope in adolescents
committed to prison and the prevention of crime. Adolescents do not even have the capacity to
comprehend crime deterrence and formulate long-term planning. Their sense of time alone is not
within the realm of normal functioning adults.

Courts and legislatures have respected the opinions of the APA when creating and imposing Jaws.
Psychiatrists evaluated each juvenile sentenced to life without parole prior to sentencing. I urge this
honorable legislative body to adopt the current position of the APA about the transfer of juveniles tc
adults court based on their years of research, and join the rest of the world as they continue to
embrace evolving standards of decency in civilized societies.

Implicit in the APA's position opposing the transfer of first-time offenders to adult court is desisting
the practice of imposing life sentences without the possibility of parole as well; a veritable death
sentence in this state. Without the transfer of juveniles to adult courts in this state, there can be no
imposition of life without parole sentences on juveniles.

Michigan was the first state to abolish the imposition of the death penalty in the western hemisphere
The United States now stands alone as the only nation in the western hemisphere to impose life 2

sentences without parole on juveniles. Let us come together to abandon another one of the world's g



relics of the ancient past by desisting the draconian practice of imposing life without parole
sentences on juveniles as well,

We are a nation "under God" and in God, we do indeed trust. These words are prominently displayed
in our capitol building, legislative chambers, and courtrooms. The protection of our children and
adoption of sound public policy which focuses on the rehabilitation of children is commensurate
with

our belief in God. Abandoning the concepts of redemption and rehabilitation contravene our belief in
God and having God as the cornerstone of our decision-making.

We can utilize this discussion as an opportunity to restore God in His rightful place in the decision
making process that affects the trajectory young people’s lives may take. To not infuse this dialogue
with the spirit of righteousness is tantamount to removing God from the equation all together.

It is my fervent prayer that this honorable legislature abolish the imposition of life without parole on
juveniles and restore dignity to the way juveniles are treated by the criminal justice system. In so
doing we can rescue a generation of youth and help realign the moral compass that has allowed us to
demonize them and treat them as pariahs.

Sincerely,

LSty

Efren Paredes, Jr.
#203116

G. Robert Cotton Facility
3510 N. Elm Road
Jackson., M1 49201



Daniel Bay

Age at Conviction:
17

Conviction: First
Degree Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1993)

Time Served: 14 >
years

Current Age: 31




sCL

ATTN: Hearings

P.0. Box 313

Lake Orion, MI 48362

K.D.A. Daniel Bey, #165805
Ryan Regional Facility
17600 Ryan rd.

petroit, MI 48212

December 21, 2007

To whom it may concern:

1 am writing 1n response to the request for written/oral testimony;in
support for the Second Chance Uegistation for Juveniles bills. :

My name is Kyle D.A. Daniel Bey. I~amkak3uven119k11fer; under a First b
pegree Murder Charge. I have been incarcerated for 141 years, 31 months
after my 17th birthday fn 1893. T am now 31 years old,. e T

what can I say that hasn't already been satd? What words can I offer
that would make a reasonable person believe, that 1 deserve a second
chance, after such a horrendous action on my part. There aren't any.
still if 1 were to refuse to try; to not attempt to get you, the people
hearing these words, to see that I am not longer the person who committed that
act. Then I would truly deserve to spend the rest of my 1ife here.

1 freely admit, the chelces I made on that dark night will forever
be a part of me, and obligate me to 2 1ifetime of atonement. 1 freely
admit that I caused irreparable harm to many people, most of whom I
probably don't even know. And for that T truly and sincerely apologize.
1 don't ever expect to be forgiven for my actions, but T hope that I can
be allowed the opportunity to try to atone for them. And ft is for that
opportunity I am writing today.

1 agree wholeheartedly that a juvenile should not be held to the same
standards as an adult for any action which they conmit, It wouldn't be
fair, nor just. 1 wasn't allowed to make adult decisions as a juvenile,
Meaning vote, join the military (although I had started the process), or
any of a number of other decisions which our society deem that only adults
should make. Yet,
under the law I was not glven the same consideration when 1 violated the
law. The double standard must be made equitable. T was thrown away, when
every other indication showed that I could have been rehabilitated. Instead I
was forced to do that rehabilitation on my own, without the help which
would have made me a more responsible and desirable citizen a Tong time

ago.

I have had to examine myself and remold whe I am without a guidebook,
and without someone to help me from making avoidable missteps in my

development. It took ten years to affect a transformation in my heart and
. #..%x Lot simemee am1T anrld hava harnanad  dn Pun {7} ar thres (‘2) With



the proper guidance. I could restate all the soctological e

psychological reasons why our soclety has come to such a state. But would

it really matter? We all know that our children are being destroyed at an
alarming rate and T was just part of the first wave.

I support these bills, not just for my own sake, but for the sake of
those who would be thrown away after me. I support these bills because 1
know men who have made profound changes fn who and what they are,
fundamentally, and these b117s are probably the only chance which they
will ever see to show the rest of the world what they have done.

I owe a debt. T owe it to myself, my family, my community, to the
family of the deceased, and most importantly to a young man named Edward
"eddie” Marshal. I owe him more than I could ever repay. But that debt
cannot even begin to be paid with me forever caged behind bars from the
people who that debt is meant to be paid to. The next generation. I have
studfed everything I can get my hands on. T work comstantly to try to
educate and motivate those in whose company I find myself. But my real
stock, my real {influence isn't in here. It is out there, with those young
people who are thinking about making the same mistakes 1 dld. Who are
deciding to pick up that gqun, to deal that crack, to rob a person, or
steal that car. That is who will hear me and my story. That is who will
take my words and embed them fn their hearts and maybe decide that crime
and violence 1sn't the way for them. There is a problem outside of the
prison walls. It won't be solved by those of us who have been inside of
those walls, but 1t would be a waste of an effective weapon if we aren't
allowed out to help affect those things we can for the better. e have
been given a gift here. The gift of time and reflection. Some of us have
made the best use of this qift that we possibly could. I have. Allow me
the opportunity to use that gift for the betterment of society, each in
our own small way, Passing these bills is a step in that directicn.

I could patn a picture of myself in & future so rosey and perfect that
we would all be convince 1t would happen. It would be an $1Tusion brought
about by misplaced hope and desperate desire. 1 care not to travel that
road. I would rather say that I have and sti11 work to put only my best
efforts forward in order to ensure my success in wider circumstances. I
have been forced to learn to sacrifice, to be patfent in trying
situations, to not reflexively respond to difficult situations as they
appear. It is my hope that I will be given the opportunity to prove that.,

Thark you for your time and willingness to Tisten,

S'LBC,ere‘!y) z
T g

K.D.A. Daniel Rey



DeAngelo
Steward

Age at Conviction:
17

| Murder; Armed
Robbery

I
Sentence: LWOP
(1986)

Time Served: 22
years

Current Age: 39

Conviction: Felony |
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DeAngelo Stewart #165630
Ryan Correctional Facility
176060 Ryan Road

Detroit, Michigan 48212

5CL

ATTN: HEARING

P.O. BOX 313

LARKE ORION, MI 48362

December 27, 2007

In the year 1986, at the age of 17 T was charge and canvicted
of Robbery Armed and Felony Murder and sentenced to 1ife in prison.
At the age of 17 year o0ld I had no idea of some of‘the‘thinqS'that ‘
I was‘doing. I was hanging with the wrong péoples and doing the
wrong things. I committed this crime not knowing that murder was
going to occurred. T was sitting on a friend porch with maybe (8)
eight to (10) ten peoples and an ice cream truck pulled up, and
two of the clder guys who everyone looked up too, was sitting on
the porch also, and when they saw the ice cream truck pull up they
said lets rob him. T didn’'t want to say no because of who they
were so I said okay, not knowing that more than rohbery could
occurred from this. I was given a handgun and was told to go to
the truck and say this is an stick up, so T 414, The man reached
for his weapon (a stick) and when he reached to get the stick, 1
fired a single shot, not aiming, just firing, to scare him into
giving us the money. after firing the shot, the man drive off
crashing his truck into the street a couple of blocks down. Not
thinking or knowing that the guy was dead, T enter the truck along
with the other twe guys, they took the money and others thing from
the truck, I took ice cream. They (two older quys) qave me like
a dollar in change, and I was teold to get on, Later that day Y
heard that the man had died.

I was later pick up, not knowing the consequence of the crime
that T just committed, I was again frightened by the police officers,
and scared of my co-defendants, I made a statement convicting myself,
When I was arrested T was unable to read and write, so the detectivei



read and wrote everything fbt me, along with adding a little stuff
himself, which he received from one of the auys I done the crime
with, At trial I was still unable to read and write, the judge
mention the word walver and my attorney himself, told the judqge
that I didn't know the meaning to the word.

As of today I am still having problems reading and writing.
1 have grown from a juvenile at the age of 17 years old to the adult
that I am now at the age of 39 years old. I see all the mistakes
and bad guldance that I have had. T learned how to say the word

"no” and I learned how to help others from making the same mistakes

that I made, showing through my actions that‘yousdoh’t have to be

a thug to be respected or to earn money. That these things can
come through hard work. T learned the hard way through the mistakes
I wade in life, and peer pressure, I have learned that most younger
peoples like myself get into trouble over a few reasons, one is
that of peer pressure, letting older guys talk you into doina
something that is wrong, another is wanting to be 1like those in

the rap video's that we see, and jointing gangs, we as juveniles
joins gangs because most of the kids in cur community are in gangs
and is afraid that if they are not in a gana they will be pick on.
1 was one of them kids afraid of others, what others would think

of me because I couldn't afford the designer clothing, T was afraid
of the older %ids who was selling drugs, and usuvally when they ask
for me to do something I would. Anyone that was oider than I, I
would listen too, I just wished that I would have listen to the
ones vho was trying to see that I go the right direction like those
I knew from the church, and they have not lost faith in me, they
have been here with me since 1986, making sure I stay strong and
keep the faith, that one day I'!l be free again and can help others
that is lost, just as Y was as a juventle,

I wish that I could go back in time and correct all that I
done wrong, but I know I can't, so T pray that T have a second chance
at freedom, and that I can repay society, by helping ocur youth not
to take the path I took, and let them know through school and hard

W
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IChristopher L.
Mial

Age at Conviction:
14

Conviction:
Unknown

Sentence: LWOP
(1999)

| Time Served: 8
years, 10 months

Current Age: 23
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NAME:Christopher L. Mial
AGE:23 D.0.B. 3/10/1984

Years Incarcerated: B8yrs. 10mos,

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY:
I have obtained my G.E.D. at MICHIGAN VYOUTH CORRECTIONAL

FACILITY. I am in pursuit of taking a Correspondence Course at
RYAN ROAD CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. I will be obtaining that Course
(Operations Managemsnt for Small Business) through Wayne County

Community College District. I have accomplished cartificgtes of

completions such as... Vocational “Cnhpﬂtar;‘Teﬁhnolzgy;"iif!

Skills, Substance Abuse Phase 142, Cage Your Rage, VYocstionsl
Maintance Technolaogy.

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
While incarcerated at MICHIGAN YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY I
obtainad emplaoyment in such fields...Unit and Hallway Custodial

Porter, Ffood Service Worker and Clerk, Recreatiaon Porter, Store
Worker. At SOUTHERN MICHIGAN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (J.M.F.) I was
employed as a Dietary Food Service \UWorker At RYAN ROAD
CORRECTIDNAL FACILITY (R.R.F.) I am currently employed as a Unit
Custodial Porter. Throughout my employment of incarceration I

received numercus satisfactory work evaluation reports.

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTICIPATION

I am not currently inovolved in anv actual committes, but I am a

full supporter of their actions to help better citizens, as well
as prisoners once they are released back into society.

I participated in creating a program called C.0.R.E. (Changing
Our Reality Everyday). C.0.R.E. is a universal committee of men
who are dedicated in eguipping prisoners with morals,values and
skills that will assist in their trasnssctions into saciety.
C.0.R.E. encourages all vyoung men to participate in the program.
Each year more and more vyoung men enter prison and return back

into societv with the lack of basie skills and values to be

enrraaca il Thia Yoausae them with loece aAntinne Timitad 3nha =znd

o W



if ever given @ job the pay will be minimus wags:s = Les-
Without programs 1ike C.0.R.E. the limited aztisn 1

{0

them back to prison.

PLANS AND EBDALS
My goale include regaining back my physical freedom so5 thst I can

become a productive member of society. Upan my release to spciety
my plans are to enroll myself in VIRGINIA FARRELL school of
Cosmetology. I plan on seeking a csreer in Cosmetology whers I

have extensive knowledge and have great skill in’tﬁh: ticld, . .
Since I etrongly baliasve in rastorihg my cnﬁﬁﬁhity I piaﬁk tb“
start or be part of an existing organizastion that is gesred
towards helping the youth. I am truly ramorseful far the actions
I took part of within my cass, so it is 21 desire to help at-
risk children to svoid the same mistekes I made as a troubled
youth which 1lead to my confinement. Upon my release I plan to
continue delivering the message of peace and hope in order to try
to reach some of the youth in hope of inspiring them to strive
for more out of life and not alwsys be content with the averyday
norm.

SUPPORT SYSTEM

I have a host of family and friends who have supported me
throughout my incsrceration and aere willing to continue to give
mg all the support I need to adjust back intoc society. I will be
living with mother:GAIL ANDARY, step-fether:BEORGE ANDARY. Along
with the support of my brther's: ERIC ANDARY, GEORBE ANDARY Adr.,
CLIFTON NIAL, sister: MARCELLA MIAL, aunty's: SANDRA MIAL,
SUNSHINE SHERRILL-ANDARY, uncle’s: SAM ANDARY, PETE ANDARY, OSCAR
ANDARY, cousin's: DANIA MIAL-BAIN, TERRENCE MIAL, TINAR KANDU,
REBBECA SHERRILL. I will alsoc have the full support from the
NATION OF ISLAM (N.0.I.).

I am ready to take on life's obstecles and obtain success upon my

release back into sacisety.



Andre M. Calloway

Age at Conviction:
16

Conviction: First
Degree Murder;
Felony Murder (co-
defendant acquitted)

Sentence: LWOP
(1988)

Time Served: 20
years

Current Age: 36




Vecemben 1§, 2007

To: SCL FR: Mn. Andre H: Cofboway

Aiin,: Heanding Raygn corneetional Fac.
P.2, Box 313 17600 Ryan Rd.
Lake Ondion, MI 48349 Veinodll, MI 88017

RE: Juvernife Lifer Prodife

Pear 5CL,

AL the age of sixfeen (16), I added a fgriend who had a
congrontation with some guys, I shel thnee of them kiflding one. 1
necesved Lide widzhout parofe fon 18t Degree Munden and Felony
Munden, my co-dedendant gqof acquiifed af afl chaxrges.

I am the youngesi of gqoun (4], sadsed 4{n a single parent
home. Hdy mothen worked modi of the time 40 that she could fake
cane 04 us. Wiith wy mothexrs absence Lin the home, 1 furned 2o ihe
streers fon atienlion and dropped out uvf school Ln fhe 7th grade.
By the age ogf 14 1 had odeen abusing afcohof and marijuana goxr
sevenakl geans. Poing  eveayihing unthinkabfe toe upnrotd a
nepufation gadined by selfding drugs. Toe young Lo neally undensiand
that I was corrupted and overwhefmed by the {(Liusion of powen,
whateven ability zhat 1 did possess to be capadle of thinking
fogdcaity and making national declsions had been depleted.

Seientdfde studiecs show that children have ged fo develsp

and  zduls abiliiy Lo think, weigh conscquences, make bsound

¥

deedscont, cenfrned Lhedn 4impufses, oi residd grouy presdukes.
Taakt Ls wiy Lf A4 &0 eady forn them to brgak rhe ifaws,

I commitfied a caime almost zwenty (20} yearns ago when 1 was
sexdeen 18] wns. of age. Sdnee I've beon JLncatrcerated [ have
accompliished obtadlning my GED, taking cotlege courses, developging
a strong woak efhde, 1 have aiways mainfained emploument, gainedq

centi/icates in severai zrades, also addressing my mentat siatel




by compleiing group counsefing and becoming 4 cetiiiics feion
plus T've participated in a few drug classes 2
recovery, and ovearall, developing a undenstandin: o4 tight anm
whong also knowins how 1o use fogic., 1 wiff noi end = ~:T4:5Tr,
betien mysels. e

My negnets, nemonse and apologies axe not because T was put
An  prisen  for my  dreppropriate action, they astem faom aék‘f‘
neelizang that 1 truly did not undexstend and krowing thet 1 1;:f
afoi of peapfe. See what a diffexence fwenty (20} “nd. make, I
gquess the sclentisr ane night.

Your time and consddenation is deeply appreciated,




Romallis Delci
Colvin

Age at Conviction:
17

Conviction:
Kidnapping (all adult
co-defendants have
been released)

Sentence: LWOP
(1991)

Time Served: 16
years, 6 months

| Current Age: 23




— MR.ROMALLIS DELCI COtVIN #218394
OAKS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
1500 CABERFAE HWY.
MANISTEE, MICHIGAN. 49660
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Greetings, may this letter find you in the best of health,

mentally as well as physically!

I am writing you in concern of the Juvenile Rill. I received a
memo concerning this matter and I fit under this Bill. I was
arrested at the age of 17 years o0ld and was convicted of
Kidnapping and sentence to LIFE WITH PAROLE. I had never been to
prison before, only adult record I had was for receiving and
concealing. I was convicted along with 5 other Co-defendants and
was the vyoungest out of all of them, and gach one o them had

adult records, cases pending, on probation, had been %to prison,
and each one of them tcok pleas from 10-20 years beside one other
and me. All of them are out and have been out for nearly 5 years
or more, it has been 156% years for me now. At the age of 17 years
cld I was arrested and at that time I was a boy awmong man. I was
young, did not know the system, but being in prison and basically
growing up in here has taught me a truly hard lesson of life. As
a child we do and think as a child, we do not understand the
importénce of 1life and love ones, and as we bszcome older we grasp
the true meaning of life. After 16% years a perscn has done the
time and paid the price. I feel I truly dJdeserve the chance to be
placed back in society and rebuild my life as a man now. No life
was took in wmy case, no kids or women was harm, and I was
sentence to the max as a child. I never had the opportunity to
grown in society. When I was arrested two weeks later my daughter
was born and she 1is now almost 17 years old. T never had the
chance to be there for her, watch her grow, help her in school,
just be a parent té Her. I feel this Bill needs o come into
effect to give guys like us the chance to have a chance to regain

our life back. Thank ycu so much for your time and understanding,

Thank you!

SINCERELY




Tony Angel Ruiz

Age at Conviction:
|15

Conviction: Second
Degree Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1992)

Time Served:
years

urrent Age: 32
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Charles Robert
Dziuba

Age at Conviction:
15

Conviction: Second
Degree Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1982)

Time Served: 26
years

Current Age: 41




SJUVENILD OHLO FIIUONANE R FESOTIL

Charles Robert Dziuba
MDOC Number: A-173308
| Date: April 28, 1982
County: Bay County

- Offense: Second Degree Murde

_ Term: Life Imprisonment

S ROBERT DZIUBA

CHARLE

Charles Dziuba, at 18 years-old, along with 2 22 year-old suitor of his mother, killed an older
man by suffocation in the bedroom of a home in Monitor Township, Michigan. The murder,
strangely enough, was done only at the instigation and direction of Mr. Dziuba's own mother. She
hoped to benefit financially from the killing.

Mr. Dziuba was waived as a juvenile and pled quilty before the Honorable Eugene C. Penzien,
Bay County Circuit Court Judge, to a2 second degree murder charge. Judge Penzien sentenced
Mr. Dziuba to a term of life impriscnment. Judge Penzien noted the ungsual circumstances of this
case and concluded Mr. Dziuba was cleary amenzhie to treziment programs and would be eligible
for parole after serving 10 years of the life sentence. Mr. Dziuba, 25 years later, remains in prison
due to the infamous Michigan Pardle Board policy that "a life sentence means life imprisonment”.

lt is beyond question that Mr. Dziuba's impressionable youth and expectation of motherly
approval and affection was his only motivation for committing this crime. ftis c;ertéin!y self-evident
the killing would not have occurred absent the authoritative influence of his mother. Nonetheless,
Mr. Dziuba was nat convicted of first degree murder, which might warrant him serving the

remainder of his fife in prison. Yet, that is exactly what will occur in this case if this juvenile



John Polick

Age at Conviction:
18

Conviction: Felony
Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1975)

Time Served: 31
years

Current Age: 50




“My judge ruled out
malice on me, and stated
his hands was tied, he

had no other
alternative at that time
but to give me that
sentence. But he was
hoping for a change in the
law that would allow him
to bring me back into his

court, and fashion a

sentence he believed was
more appropriate.
Because he felt I should
only serve 10 to 12 years
at the high end.”







. There are many mer and women ssrving Felomy-Murder
convictionz in this system who actually dic¢ not kill

- anyong. Instead they veceived there sentence of a non-

. parolable life sentence based soley on participation ip an
~under lying felony, in many instances withoui ever having a
finding of malica,

~ Our supreme court in "PEOPLE vs. AARON" abolished the

 felony-murder doctrine many of us were convicted uncer back
- in the 70's. Saying it waz unconstitutional. So i am just
asking you to consider that evedyone who is serving a first
 degres murdsr sentence should not all be 1co“"u at 1P the

. same light. Those of us convicted of Fzlory-Yurder, are
M.0.0.C, and thp ‘HTOIP noa;J as first deirﬂe"‘“ :

~ listed hy the

maraer. Byt tnare 5 3
applied, and how thank
f51tuation. ~

e tav ‘Ma'

.E At

4 apolo<1ze for the lenz*h 0f £bIS letter, but do hope

to hear back from you, and what your thoughts might he, Ip
fact i would like to shars some further info with you and
rerhaps get your thoughts on a few pending diile, and one
that will bz submitted iv a month or se¢ that will pertain
to these cenvicted of fzlony-murder prier to 11-2(-1860.
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“During the investigation,
evidence and statements
revealed John Polick’s
participation appeared to
be more with the actual
Breaking and Entering
rather than any
involvement in inflicting
harm whatsoever on the
victim . . .”

Carl W. Solden
Former Police Officer







Darrell V.
Johnson

Age at Conviction:
16

Conviction: Armed

Robbery; Felony
Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1977)

Time Served: 31
years

Current Age: 47
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Kenneth Kelley

Age at Conviction:
| 17

Conviction:
Unknown

Sentence: LWOP
(1989)

Time Served: 19
years

Current Age: 36
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[Richard Allen

Simmons

Age at Conviction:
16

Conviction: Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1986)

Time Served: 22
years

Current Age: 38
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Written Testimony of Richard Allen Simmons # 189585

1 was arrested in 1986 for the murder of Geraldine Grams. At the time of my
arrest, I was sixteen years old. T was a sophomere at Pine River High School in Leroy,
Michigan. ‘ ‘ . I

" Along with my younger brother Lonnie, I was raised by my maternal grandparents,
Robert and Helen Wilson. My parents were unable to care for me and my brother due to
drug and alcohol problems. , ‘ @ ‘o

My life was gbod dﬁring the period I lived ;vith my Q‘andparcnﬁ. 1 did well in
school, participated in sports and spent many days either hunting or fishing with my
brother, Lonnie. \

In 1984, my granquther bcéame very ill and was hqspitalizéd She passed 'awaykbn
my grandfather’s birthday in 1985. This was devagstating period for all of us. My
grandmother was the glue that held our family together.

Shortly after my grandmother’s death, I slipped into a sea of hopelessness. | turned
to drugs and aleohol to help ease the pain of my lost, As I looked back on that period of my
life, I now realize it was the beginning of the end for me.

I am not using the lost of my grandmother or my abuse of drugs and alcohol as an
:cuse for my actions. | have only myself to blame for my actions that night. When 1
reflect back to my youth 1 can see where my where I took the wrong turn in my life.

The court appointed a psychiatrist at my Waiver of Jurisdiction hearing. The
ychiatrist testified at my hearing that 1 was a boy with a strong conscience. If 1 had been
I5 he would not have recommended that 1 be tried as an adult. Even with me being 16, he
itill had serious problems with me being tried as an adult. The Probate Court facing a
lifficult decision waived me to stand trail as an adult. I was subscquently tried, convicted,

e —
4 7



I will remember my first day in prison for the rest of my life. It felt as if I were m a
dream. I learned very quickly that it wasn’t a dream, but a never ending mghtmare I
spent several weeks in quarantine before I was transferred to the Michigan Reformatsry,
also known as Gladiator School. e

My first day there I learned why MR was called Gladiator School. I watched a
prisoner stab another with a knife so large that it went into his neck and came out of his
armpit. The prisoner was dead before he hit the ground. This would be the first of many
stabbings, rapes, and robberies that I would witness.

My story could’ve very well ended there with me becoming another angry,
disillusioned, abandoned child of society. However, through the grace of the Creator, 1
chese another path. I chose the path of rehabilitation. This is not to say that I haven’t
gotten into trouble during my incarceration, because I did. I accept full responsibility for
my early misconducts. I am proud to say I have been free of misconducts for over 10 years.

My rehabilitation accomplishments include: getting a G.E.D., scoring in the top
10%; attending two semesters of college, maintaining a 3.5 g.p.a.; completing several
vocational trades, including several in the Horticultural field; completing Alcohol,
Narcotics, and Emotions Anonymous and the development of good work ethics.

Upon my release, I will marry my fiancée, Theresa Villarreal. Theresa is an
amazing woman who has taught me to true meaning of being a man. She owns a successful
business in which I will be able to obtain employment. She lives on 20 acres in Fremont,
Michigan which will allow me a place for a successful transition into the community. These
opportunities will allow me to become a productive member of society.

To ensure my success, I will attend outpatient therapy with Theresa. We both
realize that 1 will need help in adjusting to the changes of society. I will also try to work
with the Native American community to break the vicious and devastating cycle of alcohol
and substance abuse. I will have the support of my brother and his family. As well, I will
have the support of my friends, Rev. Robert and Sally Kahly.

In closing, I will never forget the devastating impact that I had on Ms, Gram’s
family, my family and friends. I will always carry this burden with me forever. 1 now only
ask for the opportunity for a second chance of being a productive member of society. 6
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Chris Hansen

Age at Conviction:
17

Conviction: Felony
Murder

Sentence: LWOP
(1973)

Time Served: 35
years

Current Age: 51




Chrisat 16 years of age ; Chris at 51 years of age

Written Testimony of Chris Hansen #139918

I was imprisoned at age 17; I am now 51 years old. In 1973, during a home break in, I
took a life. I was convicted of Felony Murder and sentenced to Life without Parole. In 1977,
The Michigan Court of Appeals remanded me back to the trial court to be resentenced to ™
degree murder.

At the resentencing, I requested that my sentence be for a number of years. Judge
Halford Streeter resentenced me to 2™ degree life with parole. He told me that he was doing me
a favor. He stated I would be released after serving 10 to 15 years. I am now in my 35% year of
prison.

I have completed all the programs recommended for me. These programs include:
completion of G.E.D; attained an Associates Degree in Applied Arts and Sciences; completion of
several vocational programs in welding, building trades, custodial maintenance, and is certified
as a pesticide applicator. I have completed substance abuse and group counseling programs. 1
have completed job seeking and Strategies for Productive Thinking classes.

In 1989, I received a commendation from the MDOC Director, Robert Brown. This
commendation was for a pilot program I was involved in for learning disabled children. Idid the
background music for books on tapes.

I studied and taught painting, woodworking, ceramics, and leather craft while working in
the hobby craft program. In the early 80’s, I worked as a music teacher’s aide in Jackson’s
music program. | have become an accomplished musician since being in prison. I continue to be
involved in the music program today while at Muskegon Correctional Facility. I not only play
music, but volunteer in the repairing of the facility’s music equipment.
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Anthony Bonelli

Age at Conviction:
17

Conviction: First
Degree Murder

Sentence: LWOP
1(1989)

Time Served: 19
years

Current Age: 36




Anthony Bonelli #209814

Boyer Road/Carson City Correctiomal Facility (DRF)
P.9. Box 5000

Carson City, MI

December 12, 2007

Second Chance Legislation
ATT:Hearing

P.0. Box 313

Lake Orion, Michigan 48362

Dear Representative Paul Condino,

My name is Anthonmy Bonelli. I have been incarcerated now going on 19 years, In 1989, I had
just turned 17 years old when I committed this crime of First degree murder. I am serving
life without the possibility of parole.

At-the age of 17 I knew nothing of life nor it's real value. As most 16-17 year old’'s, our
thoughts were always centered on having a good time and not thinking on our fature. I grew
up without a father and was mentally, emotionally and physically abused by a step-father
during the young years between 10-16. Those abusive years left me ruined emotiomally and
mentally to where I had to eventually take medication.

In 1989, I had a girlfriend, and as most teens, I was also seeing anmother girl. My
girlfriend found out and told me to kill the other girl in order to prove my love to her.
This is vhat I am comvicted of. ~

I am very remorseful for what I have done 19 years ago and the many lives that were affected
by my actions. The guilt and shame will never go away for as long as I live. However,
Through out the years of incarceration, I have grown from a 17 year old youth who found it
hard to function in life because of the many emotional problems that I was experiencing, to
a 36 year old man who, in time, have pulled himself together.

Upon coming to prison, I have completed Assaultive Offenders class, I have earned my G.E.D.,
I have also personally paid for my own paralegal course in which I have received a diploma.
I bave been through porter training, I have been a part of The National Lifers Association,
I have remained ticket free for several years and continue to maintain employment with
excellent work reports from staff.

However, I feel that I am just wasting away in prison. I am guilty for what I did, however,
I know for a fact that I am not the same person I was when I was 17 years old 19 years ago.
I don't think nor act the same. I have matured not only in my physical physique, but also
in my way of thinking and my perspective in life. According to the current law, If 1 live
to be 90 years of age, that is how much time I will have to do. What & prospect to
consider! Where is the hope in this? I sure would not want to live in prison from 17 years
of age to am age of 70 or 80 years,

I am hoping for a second chance in life so I may become a positive and productive member of-
society. T would love to further my education out inm the free society and learn a trade. I
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Alexis Ayala

Age at Conviction:
16

Conviction: Felony
Murder (two co-
defendants
served no time)

Sentence: LWOP
(1990)

Time Served: 18
years

Current Age: 34




ALEXIS AYALA #225535

MUSKEGON CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
2400 S SHERIDAN ROAD

MUSKEGON, MI 49942

Pecember 19, 2007

ATTN: HEARING
pP.C. BOX 313
LAKE ORION, MI 48362

RE: JUVENILE BILL HEARING

My name is Alexis Ayala, I wvas sixteen when I was convicted
of Felony Murder. There were four involved in this crime but I
was the only one that was sentenced to life without parole. Two
of my codefendants did not do any time. The other one did five
years. I understand that this was and is a horrible event that
occurred and if I truly could I would turn the clocks of time
back and undo this. But this is impossible. All I can do is make
sure that even though an individual whom I did not know
tragically lost his life over something senseless and stupid by
some youths, I now can try to make it up by being a better

person, maturing and developing my mind and spirit.

Since my incarceraticn in 1920 I have been studying as much
as possible about philosophy, psychology, metaphysics, and others
diverse subjects. Prison did not offer me these curriculums but I
sought them out myself. Many people asked me from here why did/do
spend my time acting well and in accordance with the laws and
rules of prison when I have life without parole. What 1 tell them
is that T owe it to myself and even the victim tfo Jdo better. But

what good is it if T do nct get the chance to redeem myself in

reelf to see that as an

u
individual who came %£o¢ priscn at the age ©0f sixteen, I am no

X,
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recognize that I was not only extremely wrong but it seemec
ke I was living in fairy tale. Scmething that was written up by
yvie industries. Pecople can change and be better person conly i:
:ople believe in them and give them a chance. As a juvenile some
suld say that we were given a chance. But were we truly given
1ance? Everyeone 1s an individual anc you must look at the syste:
? all around the juveniles and see that for the most part it 1:
failing system. Teenage drinking, drug use, and many crimes ar
2ing committed by juveniles. Are we to lock them up and thro
say the keys? Is this where our society has come to? We must as
irselves do we want to loose our children who have 1los

remselves? If the answer in your heart is NO, then support th

scondé Chance Juvenile Rill.

Thank you for listening and I pray for the health and wel

eing of all.







